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Chinatown Playgoers si

Leola Harvey-Elder- .

ing more comical than an AmericanI viewed the show from a seat ia
Nigger Heaven, or, in other words, the
Peanut Gallery. Either name would
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ERE'S to

helping

you ! To all our friends and customers who are

us make a big success of our busing; to all the

jjS " convey your meaning to any young

ster brought up in the, city. As there
seemed to be no ushers, after the man

at the door had taken my ticket, I
started in the direction of what would
lead in any of the America theaters
to the orehestra chairs, but found my
way blocked by the man at the door,
who had left his post to tell me in
sign language that I could not go that
way, and pointed a determined-lookin- g

finger to a narrow stairway whieh led
upward.

When I had purchased my ticket at
the funny little hole of a box office,
not being able to speak the language,
and receiving no enlightenment from
the bunch of hieroglyphics on a red
lithograph background, which was
pasted over the window, I had simply
put down my money, tasen ine ticket
and tne change nanaea me ana wain.
ed on, taking it for granted that the
Chinese ticket seller had learned enough

Spf American ways to sell me the most
inexpensive seat in the house. So, when
. I round my way blocked ana was di-

rected to a queer little stairway lead
in g I knew not where, I was inclined

.1 3' to stop ana argue me matter.
However, 1 tound this was useless,

so I gathered my skirts and made a
make-believ- e bold, brave dash up, the
stairs. - After two turns, I arrived, but
not at the orthodox Nigger Heaven
gallery which I had expected. Instead
I found a sort of Adamless Eden
that is, a small gallery in whieh only
women, girls, and small children were
allowed.

All the occupants stopped their chat-
ter to turn and stare at me and then
starred to chatter again louder than
ever, but whether about me or the per-
formance I was unable to tell. I sat
down where I could see the stage and
waited for one of the actors to look
up and either quiet the women with a
look or give them a calling down. 1
had once attended a performance when
Xat Goodwin had refused to go on with
his show until several noisy boys were
ejected from the theater and on another
occasion had seen Louis James . step
from a Shakespearean character to
rmifltlv call iThwn Knir frill cif rricr- -
i a o

giing, chatting matinee girls. I hated
to be one of a gallery full of women
to be publicly called down, but I con-
soled myself by thinking what a novel-fr- y

it would be to see how a Chinese
actor would do it. But the actor who
occupied the center of the stage at
that moment seemed to pay no atten-
tion to us but ealmly waved his fan
and I was startled most out of my wits
By tne din which, tonowed.

1. A Chinese actor certainly has a novel
way of calling down a group of noisy

f1 women. He simply makes a sign to
i iif orcnestra ana tne musicians arown
the women out with a noise tea times
s loud and noisy as anything you could

H&nagine. It did, not seem to bother
him one bit that the noise he had call-
ed forth to drown out the women was
at the same time ruining his intensely
dramatic seene, for he . continued to
strut and fan and act for all he was
tfoilh and do one could hear a word
he was saying.

While the actor was strutting to the
Inferno music, I looked over the gallery
railing to get a view of the rest of
the house and found that wliile the up-
per part of the theater was very

in putting the 'high-priced- -

( seat purchasers in the gallery, the low-
er half was very much English for I
found myself looking into a regular pit.
The pit was filled with a hundred or
more Chinamen, most of whom were
smoking while some few were watch-
ing the performance with interested
faces, just, as though "they could un-

derstand what that actor was ranting
about with all of that music playing.
After the actor had decided that we

. had been punished enough he again
waved his fan and the musician
stopped suddenly with the same kind
of a startling crash as they had start-
ed with, only worse.

When the orchestra had quieted down
I picked up enough courage to take a
good look at the ' stage and regretted
very deeply that I could not have bor-
rowed the "play-writin- g mantle of Geo.
Ade for the occasion; I can thinkof noth

comedy written and played a la Ch
nese-woul- be. Just imagine attend
mg a performance where there was no
eurtain used and were there was no
scenery and lust a few of the absolute
ly essential props. Where the orehes
tra sat on the stage with the actor3
and the property man and the stage
cands walked out on the stage an
stood or walked up and down as they
pleased. here all the female part
were plaved bv men and where the or
ehestra blared forth with brass band
crashes right in the middle of the dra
matic scenes and completely drowned
out tne actors. "

All of these things happened in the
Chinese drama. After the man who had
called us down had strutted around for
a few moments the orchestra struek up
what was supposed to be a pretty en
trance tune and in tripped two lovely
maidens. Now these female impersoa
aters can give cards and spades to some
or the best of the American imper
sonators and then win out with their
wonderfully elever, true-to-lif- e feminine
gestures and voice tones. Alter the
girls had talked for about an hour
and apparently said nothing except to
pass the time or day, they took thei
leave by making pretty bows and hand
ling their fans with a little hand es
ture for all the world like that stick

teadrinking poise of
iue rive ox;jock devotees.
. Following a short scene between the
leading man and his mother, one of the
maidens again entered but as this time
she was supposed to meet the hero on
the banks of a river, the property man
had to make his appearance to render
some assistance.

When is a chair not a chair?
When it is a river bank.
The same two chairs which in their

natural positions had served the two
girls in. the former scene in the house
were carried down and placed on the
stage on their sides and over them was
placed a couple of small mats. After
waiting until the made-to-ord- bank
was ready, the girl came oveifand sat
down and went on with what seemed
to be a love seene. Imagine an Amer-
ican stage hero making love under such
conditions.

After arriving in the gallery and
getting a view of the position of the
stage, I knew that the entrance which
had faced me to my right after I had
entered the outer door led to the stage,
and acting on a sudden impulse and
a desire to see if the back of the Chi
nese stage wras as much of a novelty
as the front, I went quietly down the
stairs, determined to sneak by the
doorkeeper and explore the passage to
the .right. '

.

I found when I reached the foot o
tne stairs that the doorkeeper was
dozing on a bench just outside the
door, so I stole softly by him and went
down the passage to the right. It was
rather dark, and I was beginning to
believe that I must have been mis-
taken about the passage leading to
the stage door, when I tripped against
the lower of a short night of stairs.
I ascended these, and taking a sudden
turn to the left I walked directly on
to the back of the stage, and there
were all oi the hangers-o- n ot China
town.

They evidently nave no rules bar
ring the actors' numerous friends and
innumerable cousins from entering the
stag door, possibly thinking a stage- -

door rule unnecessary where there are
no girls in the show, these rules being
usuallv made for the Johnnies.

For the same reason, the non-us- e of
girls, no dressing rooms are provided,
and the actors make up and dress foi
the most part m different little cor
ners of the back half of the stage, in
full view of their admiring friends and
relatives. The eostumes and wigs
were, however, hung up in a very
methodical fashion. On one rack I
saw the different head dresses used for
royalty, soldiers, gods and kings, and
on another hung a row of beards of
different colors, one of whieh) was a
bright cerise. -

A voting boy who could speak Eng
lish explained the clown-lik- e makeup
of two of the aetors standing nearby
by saying thatthey were the bad men.
but whether he meant they were sup-
posed to be playing the villain parts
or the part of the devil I could not
ascertain.

My informant showed a sense of

to

other men who like to be well dressed, and who haven

out that the best way to do it, and the right place to
this store; to

t yet found

do it in, is

Hart Schaffner

greatest of all clothes-maker- s, for their share in our prosperity; for

making such clothes, all-wo-
ol, perfectly tailored.

May you all live long and prosper.

Fine suits $20 to $35. Overcoats $22.50 to $30.00. ' ,

This store is the home of Hart Schaffner & Marx clothes.
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LVA TOGGERY
Phone 651Elks Building King Street

I
humor when he turned and pointed to

pretty Lhmese maiden, standing rjst
our right, and asked if I did not

think she was a "heaD pretty wa- -
ine. ' ' When I gravely responded that

If you once try an
I thought she was very pretty, the
look on that Chinese actor's face was
a study. Embarrassment and anger
struggled for the mastery. He was
embarrassed that I should really take
him for a woman and angry at his
countryman for placing him in such a
position. My presence .did not prevent
his anger from at last winning out, and
in a very decided way he snapped out:

"He one liar I all same him."

THE VOLCANO.
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use no other,you will
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Not in many years has the crater at
Kilauea been as active as at present.
The fires there kindle a desire for
kriowledge of a seientifie nature, and,
as far as known, the book recently
published by the Hawaiian Gazette Co.,
Ltd., entitled "Hawaii and Her Vol-
canoes," by Charles Hitchcoek, LL.D.,
is the only one in existence that fully
describes the phenomena. This book
is" on sale at the different book shops
here, and is one that should be in every
library. It is fully illustrated by en-

gravings from photographs and sketches
and is sold for $2.00.

ANSCO, the modern Film at
fh

Opp. Benson,
Smith & Co.

TO CURE A COLD IN ONE DAY

Take Laxative Bromo Quinine
Tablets. All druggists refund
the money if it fails to cure.
E. W. Grove's signature is on
ecfa box
PARIS MEDICINE CO., St. Louis, U. S. A.
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